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THE ELMHURST MODEL RAILROAD CLUB 111 E. 1% ST ELMHURST IL 60126 630-530-9584 WWW.EMRRC.ORG

CLUB HOURS OF OPERATION:

Sunday: 12:00 pm -9:00 pm. Open House is 1:00 — 4:00.

Monday, Wednesday, Thursday & Friday: 7:00 pm —10:00 pm. Friday night is Open House.
Saturday: 3:00 pm — 10:00pm.

Tuesday is work night, there is no operation that night.

KATO USA. Lately a few members have been spending time with a photo crew from Kato.
They have been using our N scale layout for promotional videos and pictures. Below are a
couple of links to their videos. Also if you saw their catalog you’ll recognize a few locations.
We have always made ourselves available to businesses that are interested in using our
facilities for their backgrounds.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VTRK2NA5Z6I

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0r8e AJGTauA

PROTO SESSIONS. Ashley has been busy and already has all the dates for Proto Sessions for
2025. We'll kick off on January 16™, then February 20, March 20", April 17t", May 15% and
June 19%. After we take a few months off in the summer we start up again on September 18,
October 16" and we’ll wrap up 2025 on November 20", If you are interested in being on the
Proto Session notification list contact Ashley at: opssession2012@hotmail.com.



http://www.emrrc.org/
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ELECTION. There were only two (2) letters posted to fill the upcoming vacancies on the Board.
So by acclamation Jim Shilt and Tim Schubert are officially elected to the Board for a five-year
term beginning January 1st.

Long time member and Board member Tom Fretch decided not to run for re-election. The club
would like to thank him for his years of service. We hear he plans to stick around and also
continue as a key monitor.

SATURDAY NOVEMBER 16™. Was quite a busy day for the club.

For starters a group of Kindergarteners from Mann School in Oak Park took a train ride to
Elmhurst and stopped in for a visit.

Then later that afternoon and into the evening members of the Chicago and Northwestern
Historical Society stopped in off and on during their annual “Chicago Area Get Together”. This
gives our members a chance to break out their green and yellow and run left-hand main.

DUES INCREASE. Nope.

MONTHLY DUES PAYMENTS. In the past the club has allowed on-line dues payments on a
monthly basis as a convenience. While this started out to be a convenient method of paying
dues as of late it has become bothersome for record keeping but also the privilege has started
to be abused. So effective 2025 this program will be discontinued. Dues will be paid on a
quarterly or annual basis. Members who are behind and need to get caught up will be
informed and provided an opportunity to pay any balance due.



SLEEVES. As the cold weather sets in and we switch to long sleeves and coats let’s be aware of
the damage a shirt sleeve can do. Remember to be careful when reaching across the layouts.

SWAP MEETS. Something is in the wind. Stand by and keep your fingers crossed.

KEY MONITORS SLOTS AVAILABLE. We are looking for some additional key monitors. We've
already had a couple of people step up to the plate but a few more wouldn’t hurt. The Board
decided that we will now be putting up the key monitor calendar on a monthly basis. Those of
you who expressed interest in being key monitor for and hosting Sunday Open House will be
able to sign up since we are attempting to open up this event to a greater number of people.
Contact the club either through the e-mail (emrrc@comcast.net) or call.

WORK NIGHT OPEN HOUSE FOR MEMBERS. Quite some time back we hosted a sort of
in-house, open house for members to come down on a Tuesday night, see what happens and
what is being done and then hopefully get involved. Plans are in the works to do another such
event in the not too distant future and hopefully get some our newer members to come down
and get interested in work nights.

LAGRANGE NMRA SHOW. On Saturday March 29, the DuPage Division of the NMRA will be
hosting their annual “All-American Railroad Show” at Lyons Township High School in LaGrange.
We will be in attendance and a sign-up sheet will soon be posted on the bulletin board. Don’t
be shy, let see some new faces.

NEW VIDEO. If anyone has experience with video editing and the equipment to do it, we
would really like to put together a new club video. We have several old videos as well as some
raw footage and it would be nice to take all of this, add some newer footage if needed and
make it into one nice video presentation. Please let a Board member know if you're interested.

E-MAIL ADDRESSES. Information and messages are being sent out from the club’s address to

members. Please send your current e-mail address to: “emrrc@comcast.net”. This will be

for club business only!

CLEAN UP AFTER YOURSELVES. Empty your drinks and take your food items and garbage with
you when you go outside. Let’s make every effort to keep the place as clean as possible.


mailto:emrrc@comcast.net
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HO SCALE NEWS. Aside from the routine maintenance and addressing repairs that need to be
made our Tuesday night crew has been working on the fascia around the layout.

KEY MONITOR NOTES.

e Remember to check the member list in the throttle cabinet if in doubt.

e A new donation log sheet will be at the front desk shortly. If someone donates trains,
models or other items to the club please get their name, address, phone and e-mail.
We will send them a receipt at the end of the year.

e After Open House on Friday and Sunday be sure the building’s front door is locked.

e |[f there are problems with the layout or other things when you write them up on the
shift report, give as much detail as possible. The more we know the easier it may be to
track down the problem and fix it.

e During Open House trains must be painted and in good operating condition. Any
guestionable equipment is to be removed.

e When signing up for a shift only sign up if you are going to be there. Putting your name
on the calendar with some type of comment only creates confusion and inconvenience.



N SCALE NEWS. Aside from the ever improving scenery on the N scale layout (see below).

There has been some experimentation using LED’s behind the valance along the walls. The end
result looks great.




THROTTLE DEPOSIT. LET’S CLEAR THIS UP FOR THE LAST TIME (AGAIN). On page 6 of the
“Layout Operating Guidelines”, which you all should have received, it states that “Members
signing out a throttle must leave a $5.00 cash deposit for the throttle with the dispatcher in
charge”. This is pretty cut and dry, we don‘t want FOID cards, drivers licenses or credit cards.
There are several reasons that we do it this way. For starters it is meant to remind operators to
return their throttle to the key monitor and not go home leaving it lying around. If the operator
does not return it then the $5.00 goes into the cookie jar (thanks in advance for the donation).
Secondly in an age of identity theft we do not want to be put in a position to be responsible for
anything that may have the potential to lead to such a situation.

We do realize that things happen and on a rare occasion waiving this requirement may be in
order however this is to be handled on a case-by-case basis by the key monitor in charge.

2024 IN REVIEW. In a nutshell we definitely had our ups and downs in 2024. Fortunately there
were more ups and we hope this trend continues. Like any club there are still a few things we
have to deal with but if we can get more members involved these should get taken care of
quickly. We have seen membership numbers grow and contrary to the dire predictions we

have all heard there has been an increase in families and youngsters joining and getting into the
hobby.

It takes a lot of people to make our club work. There is cleaning, taking care of the vending
machines, dehumidifiers and air cleaners, picking up, delivering and organizing donations.
There is layout maintenance and improvements on all layouts and dealing with our landlord
and building maintenance. Open House Key Monitors and regular key monitors who keep the
club open for others to enjoy, both members and visitors. There’s Proto sessions, Summerfest,
special group visits and even manufacturers using our layouts for promotional purposes. The
list goes on but all of these items have one thing in common, the members who give their time
and effort to make things happen. And to those members the club graciously says “Thank you”.

MERRY CHRISTMAS AND HAPPY NEW YEAR!




