
 

  

 

     

 THE ELMHURST MODEL RAILROAD CLUB 111 E. 1st ST ELMHURST IL 60126 331-322-8383  WWW.EMRRC.NET 

 

CLUB HOURS OF OPERATION:                                                                                                         

Sunday:   12:00 pm - 9:00 pm.   Open House is 1:00 – 4:00.                                                     

Monday, Wednesday, Thursday & Friday:  7:00 pm – 10:00 pm.   Friday night is Open House.  

Saturday:  3:00 pm – 10:00pm.                                                                                                       

Tuesday is work night, there is no operation that night.  Starting at 3:00 pm. 

 

WHAT CAN 
WE SAY! 

 
 
 

THIS SUMMER WAS ONE FOR THE BOOKS…. 
 

 

                 ELMHURST MODEL 

          RAILROAD CLUB 

             NEWSLETTER 

Fall 2025 



LET’S START WITH SOME GOOD STUFF.   The fall newsletter is usually a little on the late side so 
we can show the swap meet totals from the September Swap Meet. Thanks to all the workers 
who showed up and helped out. 
 

SWAP MEET TOTALS FOR SEPTEMBER 2025 
 

                                         Tables & Admissions                $805.00                    

                                         Club Sales                                $1233.00  

                                         Concession Donations               $22.00                                         

                                         GROSS SALES                          $2060.00                                                          

                                                                                                                     

                                         Lodge Rental                             $350.00                                                          

                                         Table Rental                              $146.00                                                                                                 

                                         EXPENSES                                ($496.00)                                                              

                                         NET                                           $1564.00  

 

Let’s ring in the new year by doing it again on January 10th, 2026, same time, same place.  
Flyers are available at the club, grab some and hand them around.  For information or table 
reservations you can contact: Don Fisher at 630-564-1099 or e-mail: emrrc @ comcast.net. 
There were eight volunteers who showed up before 6:30 am to set up tables and chairs but 
ended up standing outside until 7:00 am because someone at the Masonic Lodge forgot to set 
their alarm clock.  Doug R. (also the coffee Barista), Mike S. (also the Test Track-Master), Bob P., 
John F., Andrew F., Nick N., Tim S., and Jim S.  did the double duty of table and chair takedown 
and hauling out the garbage at the end of the Meet.  The Swap would not have been successful 
without this them and they all have graciously agreed to do it again in January (hopefully minus 
the delayed start). 
 

IN MEMORIAM.   On July 27th, 2025 the club lost member Joel Sieracki.  Aside from being a 

Saturday night key monitor Joel was also noted for his exceptional modeling skills.  He will be 

missed. 

 

CHICAGO & NORTH WESTERN HISTORICAL SOCIETY.   On Saturday, November 15th, as part of 

the C&NWHS  annual “Chicago Area Get Together”, the club will be holding an open house 

from 2:00 until 10:00.  C&NWHS members have been invited down to visit and been given the 

OK to run if they wish.  The C&NWHS has always been very supportive of our club so let’s put 

on a good show for them. 



WHAT HAPPENED WITH ALL THE WATER ON JULY 27TH.   Well it was a combination of several 

factors that led to the shutdown of the club and more significantly the N scale layout.   

First was the fact that we received over 2 1/2 inches of rain in under 40 minutes.  Couple this 

with the drain in the alley being blocked and not draining properly and our sandbags being 

removed from the restaurant rear door.  In a nutshell water backed up into the vacant spot 

upstairs and came down on us.  There was also a fair amount of seepage and some ground 

water around the HO layout but it was unaffected. 

Now for those who remember the 2013 flood take heart in knowing that this was NOT the same 

situation.  2013 was a sewage back up caused by heavy rain which caused water came in 

through the storm and sanitary sewer outlets in the building and flooded our space. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



WHAT HAPPENED…. (con’t).   So the first round of kudos goes to the Sunday crowd that used 

whatever they could find to cover the layout and start to mitigate the situation. 

It was decided to keep the club closed for operations until at least Wednesday, July 30th.  This 

provided sufficient time to allow the HO area to dry out, assess the layout and make sure it was 

all working properly.  As providence would have it the HO layout was undamaged and was able 

to be up and running on Wednesday after the room and area received a thorough scrubbing on 

Tuesday.  So the second round of kudos goes to the cleanup crew of Don F, Ashley C, Sukh U, 

Joe S, Matt M, Steve C, Ron J, Dean S, Val S, Jim S, Stan R and Tim S. for their efforts.  If anyone 

was forgotten it was by accident. 

The N scale layout still had to dry out completely and this was going to take some time.  It was 

unfortunate that it was not ready for Summerfest but the decision was made to err on the side 

of caution and we wanted to be sure everything was good before it was opened up.  

As the week progressed and the layout had dried to the point to allow testing. The N scale crew 

surprisingly found it to be working, just not working properly.  A command station may have 

been damaged and needed replacement.  After the new command station was installed 

another round of testing showed that there were still some problems.  Further investigation 

revealed a bad repeater was sending random signals to the command station(s).  The crew was 

able to bypass this component while another was ordered and get everything working properly 

enough to put layout in service on August 4th. 

Once again when it hit the fan our members rose to the occasion and made things happen.  To 

those made it happen the club thanks you. 

 

THROTTLE DEPOSIT.   On page 6 of the “Layout Operating Guidelines”, which you all should 

have received, it states that “Members signing out a throttle must leave a $5.00 cash deposit 

for the throttle with the dispatcher in charge”.  This is pretty cut and dry, we don‘t want credit 

cards, FOID cards or drivers licenses.  There are several reasons that we do it this way.  For 

starters it is meant to remind operators to return their throttle to the key monitor and not go 

home leaving it lying around.  If the operator does not return it then the $5.00 goes into the 

cookie jar (thanks in advance for the donation).  Secondly in an age of identity theft we do not 

want to be put in a position to be responsible for anything that may have the potential to lead 

to such a situation.   

Now if maintaining the $5.00 deposit is proving difficult we do have a few suggestions.  If you 

have a locker or tote keep the money clipped inside.  If you use a grey “A-Line” bag or other 

types of bags then a luggage tag will hold a $5.00 bill quite nicely.  If you use a box then you can 

tape the money to the inside of the lid.  Any way you do it you will always have the required 

$5.00 on hand.   



CLUB CALENDAR.   We’ll give it a try for 2026 but we need a bunch more pictures.  Get your 

cameras out and start taking pictures.  Use your imagination and get creative.  You can only 

look at roof of a locomotive so much. You can e-mail them the emrrc@comcast.net or put them 

on a storage device an leave them in the dues box at the club.   

 

SUMMERFEST 2025.   Even with the rain issues the week before it was decided to go ahead and 

have some fun.  The weather agreed with us this time and there was plenty of food and drinks 

to go around.  Steve C. and Andrew F watched the grill while every enjoyed themselves. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
CLUB CLOSURES.   The club is closed on holidays.  Again let’s list which holidays:  New Year’s 

Day, Easter Sunday, Memorial Day, Independence Day, Labor Day, Thanksgiving, Christmas Eve 

and Christmas Day.  As a matter of record the club is closed on these days.  And because traffic 

and parking is such a pain the Board decided to close the 2 nights of Rock the Block in 2026 

 

PROTO SESSIONS.   Proto sessions will start again on September 18th, followed by October 16th 

and we’ll wrap up the 2025 season on November 20th.  In 2026 we’ll start up on January 15th 

then February 19th, March 19th, April 16th, May 21st and June 18th before summer break.  If you 

want to be on the session notification list contact Ashley at: opssession2012@hotmail.com.  

There is consideration being given to moving it to the second Thursday of the month.  Stand by. 

mailto:emrrc@comcast.net
mailto:opssession2012@hotmail.com


PICK YOUR BRAIN.   The locomotive in question is an SAR (South African Railways) Class 25,  
4-8-4.  And these reason for the weird tender is the exhaust steam rather than being shot out 
the stack is exhausted into a series of evaporator coils where it would condense back into water 
and be pumped into the boiler and the cycle would start all over again.  While it appears to be 
pretty efficient it was apparently plagued with problems and diesels eventually replaced them. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BUTTONS AND BOWS PRESCHOOL.    In June the Buttons and Bows Preschool made their 

annual trip down for a visit.  They do this as part of their walk through downtown Elmhurst and 

it’s always nice to the youngsters enjoy themselves. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



HO SCALE NEWS.    There has been a lot of different activity going on the HO layout.  The 

damaged Purcell Board that knocked out 3 DC cabs has been rebuilt and is undergoing testing.  

The engine servicing area has been getting ballasted once that is completed the steel mill will 

be next.  The BOF building for the steel mill was brought down and is being test fitted while the 

new bus wire installation is ongoing. 

 
 
 
N SCALE NEWS.   Besides cleaning up after the water problem, the N scale, as well as the HO, 
has been receiving clouds on the backdrops and scenery along the back wall.  Prep work for the 
city module around the passenger terminal has begun. 
 

 



HINTS, SUGGESTIONS AND REQUESTS FOR YOUR ROLLING STOCK.   Here’s some thoughts and 

ideas from Tim Schubert regarding the maintenance and upkeep of rolling stock: 

Our club layouts get a lot of traffic as our members really enjoy running their trains. As a result 

of this fun, the rails and flangeways can get very dirty which can result in performance issues. In 

an effort to help all of us, here are some things to do and consider.  

Wheel Cleaning: 

• Do not use Goo Gone to clean your wheels.  

o Goo Gone leaves a sticky residue that can be transferred to the rails 

• A better choice is 70% or 91% Isopropyl Alcohol 

o A small amount on a paper towel laid over a piece of track works well and leaves 

no residue 

o NOTE: use this in a well-ventilated area and away from open flames 

• You may also need to scrape the crud off your wheels from time to time as it can 

sometimes be a challenge to take off with the Iso-Alcohol.  

• Consider converting to metal wheelsets as they tend to keep cleaner than plastic and 

roll better. 

Lubrication 

• Whatever lubrication you choose, be sure to be very light in the application. For most 

lubes, a little goes a long way. Any over application of lube will tend to transfer to the 

track as you run your trains. 

• If you are having rolling issues with your plastic side frame cars, consider investing in a 

Micro Mark Truck Tuner. They work really well to reprofile the side frame socket where 

the axle rides which results in better performance.  

• If you do use lubrication, consider a synthetic liquid type that is compatible with plastics. 

o There are several good options from both model railroad and radio control car 

manufacturers. 

Tune ups:  

• Take time to do a tune up on all your cars before you get to the club.  

• Having couplers as the right height, having free-rolling trucks, having trucks that are free 

swiveling will all contribute to a good experience on the layout. Nothing kills the fun 

faster that cars that won’t stay coupled or on the tracks. Yeah, tune-ups can be boring, 

but after you’re done you may find your running more enjoyable.  

• A Kadee coupler height gauge is another good investment. 

 
 


